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Teaching Statement 
 

The philosophy classroom is more transformative than the philosophy conference. 
Students encounter the long history of diverse ideas about enduring questions—questions 
that are also present in their lives, from what values to hold to what voices to trust. It is my 
honor and joy to make these introductions. In my teaching I aim to model and cultivate a way 
of inquiry. Philosophy invites us to question everything, to expose the places where our 
beliefs lack foundations. It offers us a range of amazing, alternative visions through which to 
see and understand the world. Though this can be threatening, it can also be exciting and 
freeing. Philosophy can prepare students to encounter others’ differences in belief, values, 
and experiences with respect and interest. 

I teach logic and argument as empowering tools for navigating a world that wants to 
sway students with rhetoric and emotional appeal. I require students to map the texts we 
encounter, paying attention to how authors present their ideas. I also ask students to be 
sensitive to places that logical analysis is limited: where logical prowess is used to further a 
pet topic instead of in pursuit of truth, or where discussion of truth-value misses an important 
dimension of what someone does when she claims certain beliefs. In teaching, I aim for my 
students to learn the methods of philosophy’s rigor and appreciate the history of philosophy 
as a humanities discipline in the search for wisdom. 

Though I am a beginner, still developing the skills to achieve these goals in the 
classroom, I have pursued excellence in teaching for years. I have completed all the 
requirements for the Certificate for College Teaching, and continue to take courses from the 
Graduate School. I also received a three-year external teaching fellowship upon entering 
graduate school, along with a cohort of humanities students across disciplines and 
institutions. Our conversations have guided my thinking about what responsibilities that 
higher-education institutions have to shape student’s minds, and whether we should also have 
goals to shape their characters. 
 
 
 
Teaching Credentials  
  

Otis Green Fellowship for the development of talented teachers, Current 
Certificate for College Teaching from the Duke Graduate School, Current 
Lilly Graduate Fellows Program Teaching Fellowship, 2011-2014 
Teaching Triangles, Peer Teaching Observations, Spring 2015 
Co-instructor, Duke in Greece Study Abroad Program, Summer 2015 
Teaching Philosophy Course, Spring 2014, Spring 2015 
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Course Evaluations for Instructor Heather Wallace 
 

Compiled from data from the Office of Assessment,  
Trinity College of Arts and Sciences, Duke University 
 
Full electronic results of course evaluations available upon request. 

 
 
 

Student Course Evaluations Summary 
 
 

 
Logic Introduction to 

Philosophy 
 

rated from 1-5 
Summer 
2014 

Fall 
2014 

Spring 
2015 

Fall  
2015 

Spring 
2016 

Overall 
Average 

Overall rating for 
the quality of this 
course 

4.67 4.00 4.44 3.88 4.5 4.298 

Overall quality of 
instruction from this 
instructor 

5.00 4.57 4.44 4.00 4.43 4.488 

 
 
 
 

Selected Student Comments and Feedback 
 
 

“The instructor went out of her way to help me understand the material. I felt I was 
at an immediate disadvantage in the class because I have been away playing professional 
baseball, but she went above and beyond for me when I needed her help in understanding 
what was going on.”  

 
“Last year was difficult but I look forward to the future to come, thanks to the 

great teacher you are, and how open and compassionate you were in hard times. Other 
professors avoided the [race and gender] issues [on campus] or did not seem to understand 
how painful and difficult it was for many students. So I thank you again.” 

 
“Heather did a fabulous job in class moderating discussion and creating a very 

open environment conducive to a Socratic seminar style setting” 
 
 “The class was well structured and very informative. The work assigned was fair 

and helpful in learning the course material.” 
 



Logic: A User’s Guide

created by H.M. Wallace 
Duke University

Logic is the study of evaluating reasons. What evidence 
or reasons do we have to think something is true?

 Logic for Self-Knowledge 
  What reasons do I have for believing or doing something? 

ASK: What issues do I feel worried or anxious about? What beliefs do I hold even as I 
cast around to find evidence for them? When I am likely to appeal to a fallacy to justify 
myself (without acknowledging that it is a bad reason)? What are the things that I am 
comfortable accepting without reasons? What other reasons (besides rational ones) 
do I rely on? Use logical reasoning to discover the relations between your beliefs.

  Logic for Justice 
   Logic empowers us against powerful persuaders.  

ASK: What reasons have been provided by this person/company/organization/
government in order to  support their claim that x is true or I should do x?  Use logic to 
evaluate the strength of their support and decide for yourself.

 Logic for Truth 
 Am I trying to figure out what to believe and what is true?  

    
                     Logic is a crucial tool for the task. Use it along with some  

                       courage, curiosity, and perseverance.



Mimi & Eunice   by Nina Paley , CC-BY-SA

 Logic Bullies 
  Am I using superior knowledge of logic to brow beat another person    

    into accepting my position?  
  

       ASK: Am I am winning because I have more tools in my toolbox to defend 
and attack? Am I rejecting a position based solely on the fact that the person supporting it 
committed a fallacy? 

Logic Bully Fallacy: rejecting a conclusion as FALSE because I discovered a flaw in the 
logic supporting it. The conclusion could still be true even if one argument fails.

 Logic Boneheads 
  What is this person doing with language? Is logic an appropriate response? 

   ASK: Is their main aim to figure out what is true and whether there are good    
     reasons to support it? Is their main aim to persuade? If yes, then use logic.  

ASK: Is this person doing something else: expressing fear, worry, support, kindness, 
preferences, explanations for their reactions and behaviors? Is a critique of reasons in this 
situation missing their point?  

Logic Bonehead Faux Pas: While perhaps not committing a fallacy, I still distance myself 
from reality when I become obsessed with a point of logic while relationships with others 
and the world require another response from me.

 Logic for Rationalization 

    ASK: Am I using my ability to come up with reasons to avoid doing    
    something difficult? To avoid something I do not want to do? Am I waiting 

    for certainty or good reasons because I do not want to take a particular risk? 

Rationalization Danger Zone: Logic can be a tempting tool to use selectively—to support 
what I want to establish and to attack what I refuse to accept.
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